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PRIDE IN SOUTH DAKOTA

history. In so doing, we will ensure
that our history will guide us in the
21st Century and beyond. This chal-
lenge is a rare opportunity to leave a
legacy to those who will follow.

This brochure describes how the
South Dakota Historical Society
intends to accelerate people’s aware-
ness, knowledge, and respect for our
proud South Dakota history and the
heritage that is ours to inherit. It is a
plan worthy of the best effort of all of

Dear Fellow South Dakotan,
As South Dakotans, we can take

great pride in our state! Certainly our
state’s heritage and history are an
important part of our pride in South
Dakota. The stories of our past are
rich and unique as they tell us of the
experiences of our families, communi-
ties, and state. What a treasure they
are as we forge into the 21st Century!

Yet, we stand a chance of losing
the wealth of our history, especially
for our children, grandchildren, and
future generations. Our highly tech-
nological age does not remember the
past very well.

The challenge, “on our watch,”
is to help people grasp and learn of
South Dakota’s priceless heritage and

PRESERVING THE PAST…
SERVING THE FUTURE

us.
We urge your support for this

important effort. It will be achieved
when people like you come forward
with an investment. We invite you to
explore, in these pages, how you can
leave a personal legacy to future
generations and be remembered
forever.

Thank you for your thoughtful
consideration. Our state and people
have a lot to gain.



We All Have Something To Lose

nfortunately, we are in danger
of losing that wealth of history,
not only for ourselves, but also
for our children and grandchil-
dren. As each generation goes by,

the past becomes less accessible—
artifacts are lost, stories are forgotten and
events become obscured.

There is, however, one organization
whose sole purpose is to preserve our
past. Since 1890, the South Dakota State
Historical Society (SDSHS) has been
aggressively researching, collecting and

disseminating information about the
ideas and events that make us who

we are. Through its 30-member
team of professionally trained
archivists, historic preserva-
tionists, editors, curators,
librarians, researchers and
archaeologists, the Society
carries out its work in five
major areas: a museum, an
archives, a research and
publications center, an

initiatives—Completing The South Dakota
Experience (the museum’s permanent
gallery); Taking History on the Road;
Promoting Original Research and Publi-
cations; Upgrading Genealogical and
Archival Capacity; and Establishing an
Endowment for History.

office of historic preservation and an
archaeology program.

But in spite of the Society’s best
efforts, we are losing much of the richly
textured history of South Dakota. It’s
quietly slipping away from us, and more
importantly, away from our children. As
our sense of history fades, today’s youth
are growing up more and more discon-
nected from their roots, not knowing the
stories of their grandparents and great-
grandparents. Intellectually and emo-
tionally, they are being cut off from the
past.

But this “narrowing of experience”
isn’t inevitable for South Dakota’s
children. We can preserve the past. . .
making it enticing and available for
future generations. The Society believes
that the advent of the information age
presents us with a new and powerful
means of reconnecting with our past. The
time is right for the Society to undertake
a major expansion of its services . . . an
expansion that consists of five key

AS SOUTH DAKOTANS, we have a remarkably long
history beginning with the Paleo-Indians nearly 10,000
years ago. Since then, the Archaic Indians, the Mound
Builders, the Mandan, the Arikara, the Lakota, Dakota
and the European cultures have added exceptional
variety, richness and texture to our past.
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I Completing The South Dakota Experience

The South Dakota State Historical Society has finalized plans for the completion
of its permanent gallery, The South Dakota Experience, in its museum in Pierre.
This final phase, which follows the gallery’s two nationally recognized segments
“Oyate Tawicoh’an” (Ways of the People) and “Proving Up,” is entitled “Chang-
ing Times” and commemorates the events and people who have shaped the 20th
century in South Dakota. The cost of this initiative is $1.5 million and includes the
following 20 proposed exhibits.

reflected changing family-life patterns and status in a
progressive South Dakota.

• Plains Power–The significant influences and changes
that electricity brought to the people of South Dakota.

• Telephone–The telephone’s impact in overcoming
isolation for the people of rural and urban South Dakota.

• Radio and Televi-
sion–The impact
radio and television
had in bringing
South Dakota
national and global
news and trends.

• Sports and
Recreation–The
role sports and
recreation had in
developing South
Dakota as an attrac-
tive place for resi-
dents and visitors.

• Social and
Community Life–
The importance of

• Quest–Exploring the visions that drove our ancestors’
quest for progress.

• Urban Life–How and why communities flourished or
faded, and the impact South Dakota’s environment had on
its urban development.

• Ranches and Farms–The rich cultural heritage pro-
vided by cattle ranchers and homesteading farmers west of
the Missouri River.

• Depression–The profound impact of the Depression in
shaping South Dakota’s identity as its residents faced the
economic and environmental disasters of the late 1920s and
early 1930s.

• Small-Town Economics–The
importance of small towns and

their businesses in developing
the economy of our state.

• Agriculture, Indus-
try and Labor–Aware-
ness of the immense role that
agriculture, industry and
labor play in developing a
modern South Dakota.

•  At Home–The pivotal
role of “the home” as it

There are
20 exhibits
proposed
for
“Changing
Times.”
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By underwriting one or more of these 20 exhibits,
you can “name it” with lasting signage honoring
your family, corporation or business.

community life, events and local organizations in enhancing
the quality of life for South Dakotans and in shaping their
positive attitudes.

• Education and Religion–The powerful role of educa-
tion and religious expression in creating spiritual values and
a rich learning environment in South Dakota.

• Political Arena–The rich political legacy of the state
and its positive affect on the people of South Dakota.

• Planes, Trains and Automobiles–Awareness of
how automobiles, trains and airplanes dynamically opened
the doors to greater use and appreciation of the state’s
marvelous resources.

• Road Show–The positive role of tourism in shaping
South Dakota during the 20th Century.

• Missouri Basin Project–The tremendous changes in
the state’s water resources, economy and ecosystem caused
by the construction of four dams on the Missouri River.

• The Wars–
Commemorating and
honoring South
Dakotans who served
their country in the
four wars of the 20th
century.

• Prairie Populist–The populist movements in South
Dakota as they reflect the transition between rural and
urban values.

• Realities–Encouraging visitors to interact with the future
by sharing their thoughts and responses about the shape of
tomorrow in South Dakota.

Artist’s Rendering of the Road Show Exhibit

School Room circa 1950

South Dakota Liscense Plates
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II Taking History on the Road

Determined to move history outside the confines of brick and mortar, the Society
will take history “on the road” with traveling exhibits and expanded educa-
tional resources. Young and old in large towns and small will have the opportu-
nity to discover their past without leaving their local communities. The cost of
this initiative is $900,000 and includes:

• Lewis and Clark in South Dakota—Depicts the Corps
of Discovery’s expedition. They crossed South Dakota in
1804 and 1806, changing America’s history forever.

• Rank and File—Portrays the mission and daily life of the
frontier army soldiers in South Dakota during the 1800s.

• Marketing Dreams—Shows how railroads, town
promoters, newspapers, land agents and government
officials marketed South Dakota, building the state
population by over 3,000 percent between 1870–1904.

• Dreams of a Better Life—Shows that early settlement
in South Dakota was not easy with its loneliness, harsh
climate, scarce water and wood. Pioneers survived by
helping each other, enjoying community gatherings and
sharing the pursuit of a better future.

• Capital Campaigns—Portrays the many election
campaigns and maneuverings from 1870–1890 to establish
the locations of both the territorial and state capitals.

• On the Reservation—Contains stark images illustrat-
ing the difficult transition for the Lakota, Dakota and
Nakota people from the freedom of the prairie to life on the
reservation.

• Baum’s Road to Oz: The Dakota Years—Explores
South Dakota’s contribution to the development of
L. Frank Baum, famous author of The Wonderful Wizard of Oz.

Traveling Exhibits
The Society will develop 10 exhibits containing artifacts and
descriptions based on a specific theme. Each exhibit will be
circulated throughout the state and be shown in the lobbies of
businesses and public buildings, at fairs, conventions, senior
citizen centers, local historical societies and schools.

• Oyate Tawicoh’an: The Ways of the People—
Portrays the rich cultural heritage of the Lakota, Dakota
and Nakota people.

There are 10
traveling
exhibits
proposed
for the road
show.
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Sholes & Glidden Typewriter circa 1873
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By underwriting one of the 10 traveling exhibits, the
Web site or the suitcase education kits, you can
“name it” with lasting signage honoring your family
name, corporation or business.

•  The Spanish Influenza—Tells the story of the 1918–
1919 influenza epidemic that killed almost 2,000 people in
South Dakota and the medical community’s efforts to
combat it.

• At Home and Abroad: South Dakota in World
War II—Honors the more than 65,000 South Dakotans and
their families who served their country during WWII.

Web Sites
The Society will develop a professionally designed Web site
consisting of two major components. The first will present a
virtual museum based on the Society’s permanent exhibits. The
site will display artifacts, identify historical themes, provide an
opportunity for interaction between users and South Dakota
scholars and encourage further exploration through links to

related sites. The
second compo-
nent will make
the vast store of
the Society’s
historical docu-
ments, records,
bibliographies,
photographs,
census records
and maps more
accessible to the
user. This compo-
nent will be a
boon to genealo-
gists, researchers
and anyone
interested in
primary source
materials.

Suitcase Education Kits for Classrooms
The Society will expand the number and size of its suitcase
education kits. These kits, organized around specific themes,
will contain items ranging from quill flatteners to branding
irons. All the materials in the kits will be designed to be handled
by students, which will make them ideal teaching aids.

WWII War poster

L. Frank Baum

World War II Poster
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• Remington Schuyler’s West—Henry Hamilton, Jeane
Tyree Hamilton and Brian Dippie: Colorful artwork of
cowboy and Indian life in the first quarter of the 20th
century.

• Land of Gold—Richmond L. Clow: Mining and milling in
the Black Hills, 1875-1959.

• Twentieth-Century
American Indian
History—American
Indian history for
college classrooms and
general readers.

• Dakota Voices—
Gerald Wolff and
Joseph H. Cash:
History, culture and
drama of the Great
Plains compiled from
oral interviews.

• A South Dakota
History Reader—
Overview of South Dakota’s
rich history and heritage
from essays of the journal
South Dakota History.

• The Literary Apprenticeship of Laura Ingalls
Wilder—William Anderson: Essays on the writing career
of Laura Ingalls Wilder.

III Promoting Original Research and Publications

The Society’s publications have received five national awards and acclaim from
scholars across the nation. The Society will expand its efforts by increasing the
number of books published by its press, increasing the number of research projects
it funds and expanding the scope of its scholarly journal. The cost of this initiative
is: $500,000. Proposed publication and research initiatives include:

The Deadwood and Delaware Smelter circa 1897.

Laura Ingalls Wilder

Without
historical
research, we
would have
little
understanding
of our past.
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Homesteaders circa 1910 Your name will be recognized in
the book(s) that you underwrite.

• Historic South Dakota—Jay D. Vogt: Photographic
overview of the state’s National Register building listings.

• Mama’s Camera—Text by Paula Nelson; photographs by
Myra Miller: 100 photographs from glass plates of farm
and family life in the Webster area in the 1910-1920s.

• Lewis and Clark on the Middle Missouri—Edited
by James Ronda: Proceedings of the South Dakota State
Historical Society annual meeting in 2003 celebrating South
Dakota’s Lewis and Clark bicentennial heritage.

• Forty Years of Prospecting and Mining in the
Back Hills of South Dakota—Frank Hebert:
Memoirs of pioneer gold and tin mining in the Black Hills.

• Dakota Women—Introduction
by Ruth Ann Alexander:
Diverse experiences of women
in South Dakota and the West
compiled for college courses
and general readers.

• South Dakota History—This
award-winning journal is pub-
lished quarterly and contains
articles on the region’s history
written by the nation’s leading
scholars.

South Dakota State Historical Society Press 2000

South Dakota History
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IV Upgrading Genealogy and Archival Capacity

The Society will respond to the remarkable interest South Dakotans have shown
in tracing their family histories. The dramatic increase in genealogical research
reflects a heightened awareness of the need for a personal connection with the
past. The cost of this initiative is $200,000 and includes:

• Dramatically increasing the capacity of the Society to
research and catalogue genealogical information.

• Committing additional resources to the restoration and
preservation of primary source documents in danger of
being lost.

• Expanding the Web site to offer researchers greater access to
historical records, photographs, census records, papers and
maps.

V  Establishing an Endowment for History

Endowments will ensure financial stability and build the capability to respond to
new opportunities in the future. The South Dakota State Historical Society will
establish an ongoing source of income to satisfy the growing demand for its
statewide services. An endowment in a donor’s name, in memory of a loved one
or in a dedication from a corporate citizen is a gift that keeps on giving. The cost
of this initiative is $700,000-$1,200,000.

It will take your support to “make history”
in South Dakota. So we hope you agree that
what we do now will make a difference in
25, 50 even 250 years. Your commitment to
the Society’s Capital Campaign will place
you alongside those who have come to
understand that our history has value,

meaning and relevance; that it is truly the
bedrock of our identity; and that it shapes
us even today.

WE URGE YOU TO GIVE NOW . . .
because there is much at stake, and we all
have something precious to lose.

South
Dakotans
care deeply
about family
history.

Geneology
and Archives
cost:
$200,000

An
endowment is
critical to
continuity in
the Society’s
services.

Endowment
for History
cost:
$700,000-
$1,200,000
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The total cost of the five initiatives will be $4,000,000-$4,500,000.
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Considerations in Giving

You have a number of giving options that allow you
flexibility and the opportunity to direct the use of your gift.
For example:

• You may designate that your gift be used for one
or more of the five initiatives within the campaign
(Completing The South Dakota Experience, Taking
History on the Road, Promoting Original Research
and Publications, Upgrading Genealogy and
Archival Capacity, Establishing an Endowment for
History).

• You may make a gift honoring or memorializing
the name of a person important to you.

• You may “name” either an exhibit within the museum or
a traveling exhibit, or you may choose to underwrite a
publication, book or the Society’s Web site. Your gift
will be commemorated with appropriate and lasting
signage.

• You may make a gift in a form other than cash, such as
securities, buildings, insurance or land.

• You may take full advantage of all the tax-wise savings
associated with gifts to a not-for-profit 501(c3) organiza-
tion.

• You may take three or more years to complete your
pledge and designate the best time to begin payments.
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Jay D. Vogt, Deputy Director and State Historic
Preservation Officer

David Hartley, Museum Director

Nancy T. Koupal, Director of Research and
Publishing
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James Haug, State Archaeologist

South Dakota State Historical Society
Board of Trustees

Carole Hillard, Campaign
Honorary Chairperson
Lieutenant Governor,
State of South Dakota
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Richard Niebuhr, Board Vice President
Vice President, AG Edwards & Sons
Aberdeen, South Dakota

Vern Larson, Board Treasurer
State Auditor, State of South Dakota
Pierre, South Dakota

Catherine Piersol, Board Secretary
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Chairperson, SDSHS Board of Trustees
Pierre, South Dakota

Terry Baloun
CEO, Wells Fargo Bank System
Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Mary Edelen (Ex Officio)

T. L. Lillibridge,
Board President
CEO, First Fidelity Bank
Burke, South Dakota

Director, SDSHS
Vermillion, South Dakota

John Glaus
Rancher
Chamberlain, South Dakota

Pete Hegg
CEO, Hegg Companies Inc.
Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Dr. Ed Hogan
Associate Vice President,
South Dakota State University
Brookings, South Dakota

Phil Hogen
Attorney
Rapid City, South Dakota

Dr. Tom Killian (Emeritus)
Consultant, Rural Initiative Center
Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Russell Molstad Jr.
Molstad Enterprises
Huron, South Dakota

Larry Ness
CEO, First Dakota National Bank
Yankton, South Dakota

Ann McKay Thompson
President, Capital University Center
Pierre, South Dakota

Michael Vehle
CorTrust Bank
Mitchell, South Dakota

Staff
Jay D. Vogt
Executive Director

Armond O. Paulson
Development Officer

Patricia Adam,
Board President
Pierre, South Dakota

Dr. Harry F. Thompson, Board Vice President
Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Ann Stewart Balakier
Vermillion, South Dakota

Jeff Buechler
Rapid City, South Dakota

R. Z. Hazard
Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Robert F. Karolevitz
Mission Hill, South Dakota

T.L. Lillibridge (Ex Officio)
Burke, South Dakota

Mark V. Meierhenry
Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Paul V. Miller
Custer, South Dakota

Ardyce H. Samp
Flandreau, South Dakota

Harold H. Schuler
Pierre, South Dakota

I’VE ALWAYS BELIEVED that you
won’t know where you’re going
until you have some knowledge of
where you’ve been. In addition to
an inherent desire to know our
roots, an understanding of our past
and the dreams, ambitions, and life
experiences of our ancestors can
teach us a lot about who we are as
individuals and as a state.

         —Governor Bill Janklow


